The Court of the Sassanians
places according to the three classes into which they were divided: firstly the king's sons and the knights stood ten cubits away from the curtain; secondly, twice this distance away, stood the "intimates" of the sovereign—those who shared his table and the learned men who recited to him; thirdly, and further away still, stood the jesters, artists, singers and the like. Behind this third rank stood visitors who did not belong to the court. There were minstrels who, at the king's request, would sing to musical accompaniment. The hierarchy was maintained even at this level, and a singer could only be accompanied by a musician of his own rank.
When the grandees were assembled in their dazzling armour and wearing cone-shaped caps, with the ranks of the other two classes and the musicians and guests behind them, the curtain would rise to the sound of horns and cymbals and reveal the magnificent spectacle of the sovereign on his throne. According to contemporary historians this was an awe-inspiring sight. Chosroes's successor, Hormizd IV, was described in his kingly apparel by Theophylact. The king's golden tiara set with rubies, emeralds and pearls was dazzling in its brilliance. His breeches and tunic were embroidered with gold. His two hands rested on his sword which was held between his legs. Wide ribbons of gold stiffened with wire jutted out from his shoulders like flames; these symbolised the royal hvarnah, or fire of victory. The dais behind the throne was also of brilliant gold. The room was in shadow, as the light came in only through relatively small openings in the ceiling. The spectacle of the enthroned king so impressed the onlookers that they involuntarily fell to their knees. Visitors who had audience were led before the king by a high court dignitary. The visitor advanced holding a handkerchief to his mouth. This handkerchief, called a padham, was carried in the sleeve and was used to prevent the desecration of holy objects (the sacred flame for example) by human breath. The holy object in this case was the air breathed by His Majesty. On reaching the king the visitor remained prostrate until told to rise. He then bowed, with his arms raised or crossed over his breast. When invited to speak he had to preface his words with conventional wishes such as
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